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To the READER. 
Friendly Reader, + 


Fe occaſion of theſe following L ines.is not becauſe the Lor4 
hath been wanting to any Age or People in bis manifold 


 Loving-kindneſs, as at large the Scriptares of Truth bear witneſs, 


in ſending of his Prophets, riſing early, and lying down late, and 
the work of their day, and bent of their_ ſpirits hath been no leſs 


than the exaltation of their Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus, and the welfare 


f the ſouls of all ment : Tet ſuch is the manifold \Mercies of the 
ord, extended to mankind, that be would not heave any to periſh, 
but that all might inherit everlaſting Life. Therefore ſuch is the 
goodneſs of God, that he raiſeth up many witneſſes for to bear Tex 
ſtimony to his Name and Power, and its ſufficiency from one Age 
and Generation to another, as he hath now in this our day, bleſſed 
be his Name for evermore. And knowing that powerful Arn to 
carry them through the Fork. of the day unto which they heave 


been calf d, and his ſupporting hand io uphold them that have 


in faithfulneſs diſcharged what the Lord hath required of they, 


T could do. no leff but be faithful to that little meaſure which God. —O 
hath manifefted unto me, having known the terror of God, for bes 


W2 


ing aithful, therefore have I diſcharg'd this my Duty to Goth * ©: 
ch 


y his Spirit was required of me, who an one of the leaſh ' 
le” : > 
mention d in Mat. 25. antowhom the Talents were given, it was. - © © 24-0 


"6 


of many thouſands. For __—— and confidering the par 


or the improvement of the ſame, and not to be hid in the Earth ; 


for be that had one Talent, had he made that good improvement. 
" of it as he ought to have done, no Queſtion at all, but be could 
have had the Anſwer of Well done good and faithful Servant,” 


as it was to him that receiv'd the five, and gaind other froe; and. 
he that receiv d the two, and gain'd other two. Ly 

This therefore being required of me, 1 could not be clear in the 
fieht of my God, knowingthat to him ] ninit give up. my account 
that only can forgive ſin 5' for it is out of the power of any mor- 


' talngon the Garth ſo to do; although vain men, being puffed. 


up in the heat of their minds, Luciter-like, wonld have to them. 
A 2 ; ſebves- 


Ives the I ord's prerogative yet let ll ucb know, 154t there i 
F juſt God, that can and will ates every one according to the + 
deeds done in their Bodies, wh:ther good or evil. 

People, be not wilfully blind, nar led awsy from the 

Lord of Life and Glory, that will Reign and Rule, according 
to bis own good will and pleaſure 3 And who fbell dare ſay, What 
doſt thou? Thez the Money-changers and Hiveling Fairſagers that 
world curſe thoſe who for ( onjcience-ſake (and nothing elſe) 
cannot give them Money, and put inte their Months, haw earneſt. 
axd vigorouſly do they purſue theme with their -xcommunications? 
Tet thoſe whom they have ſo dealt by, if they wil! but agree with 
them, and their Courts, and give thew Money, they thell be bleft 
ſider, and. feol not away your * 

wo 


engl, Ws | 5 2) 
ſeeing that it bei 


ara is not at all ſhortn d,blefſed 
And you that are following 


x beld forth and tendredto you, left when wide defies 
Jort redto you, left pu 


be;no more ſeen, cry will be as Rn oS" Obcher Tenghe ; 
dic the death of the Righteous, and my latter cnd'be like hus ! - 
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oe A Viſitation of Love to all People , 
more eſpecially to the Inhabitants of 
the City of Bx1srOL, 


' S one among whom I have received my naturalBreath, am [ 
_. engagedin the love of God to you all, of what Rank or 
Quality ſoever, wiſhing your health and proſperity in this 
World, but more eſpecially the eternal welkre of your im- 
mortal Souls, even as mineown Soul, which truly ought te be, and 
alſo ic muſt be every particular concern, if they expe to enjoy an In» 
heritance with the Lord when we arc gone from hence, and theſe Ta. 
bernacles of Clay are laid in the Daft. Therefore as one that ſpent (ſeve- 
ral years, one while hearkening to one man's ſayings , and another 
while to another, yer till in that eſtate my Soul wanted the knowledge 
ofa Saviour and Redeemer, that I might be redeemed from 2 vain Con- 
verfation, and the eyil courſes and cuſtems of this World that 1 lived 
in, until Icame to know Chriſt Jeſus, rhe Gift of the Father's love; 
and the lighe of the World, for ſo he teftified of himſelf, Fob. $. 22. - 
Then ſpoke Feſus again unto them, ſaying, 1am the Light of the World; 
He thet fol we (bell not walkin Darkneſs, but (hall bave the Light of 
Life. AnduntilI came to know his King'y Government in me to be ſet . 
up, and his Rule and Reign yiclded unto, the old Enemy of man's Sal- 
vation did bear rule, and carricd m: captive at his will: A.d this is 
his Work in all the Sens and Daughters of men that ftand and remain 
in the unregenerated Eftate, being alienated from God, and from the 
Commonyealth of Iſrael, that knoweth nat the new Birth, as Jeſus 
faid in Met: 18. 3. Verily Tſoy nnto you, Except ye be converted, and be- 
come 6: little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven 3. and 
to Nicedemxs (agreat max in his day, yet knew not the new Birth, } 
Jeſus faid, Job. 3. 3. #8 ras be born agein, be canxov ſee the King. 


dem of Ged. And ſceing it is fo, let a through ſearch be made, that you 
may fcc in what condition you are,aud that with the light of Jeſus, which 
will not deceive any, as they come to be guidedby it 3 fer it is an un- 


—_ 


be the Lord for it, for unto him the Honour is due. Therefore as one 
that hath known the terror of the Almightyfor fin, I cannot bur: per- 
ſwade all to yield Obedience to the Will of the Lard, whoſe. Willis your 
SanQification, even to be ſanQihed throughout , in- Soul, Body and 
Spirit, and that the mind, and the will and af-Qtions might be brought 
under the Government of Chrift Jcfus 3 for it is his-particular righe 


there tv rule and to govern, ard certainly where he ſo governs, it alſo 
will be the Creatures cverlaſting happine(s; for an out-lidc {hew of ti 


. lineſs will not ſerve the Lord, bur as it is written, My Sox give me tby 


beert : Therefore ([ccing he made it, it is his proper_right torule-in it. 
But the Fairſayers, in tunes paſt, and in ages that are gone, made clean. 
the out: ſide of the Cup and Platter,but within they were full of Extor- 
tion and Exceſs, Mar. 23. 25. Therefore let a trueſearch' paſs throught 
arid a right examination, and that with the Spirit of Truth, and that 
will give every one a right underſtanding in the matter, how it ſtands 
between him and the Lord, and this will let all ſee whether their con- 
dition be not like unto them ſpoken of in Mat. 15. 8, 9. This people 
drewetb near unto me with their month, and bonexreth me with thur lips, 
but their beart is far from me, but in vain datbey worſhip me, teaching for 


' Dodrine the Cemmandmentz of men; And ifſo, I warn ſuch, (and that 


in-the Counſel of the Lord) let the time paſt be ſufficient, for with ſuch 


Sacritices God is not ' well-pleaſed, neither hath he any regard unto 


them, neither is it any more acceptable than the cutting 'off: a Dog's 
Neck, or the offeriag of .Swines Bloud. For as .in the days of old 
the halt and the blind was not that which was acceptable in the eyes of 


_ the Lord, but that which was without blemiſh, as Malach. 2, 13, 14+ 


Te ſaid alſo, What awearineſs is this, and ye ſunffed «tit, [aith the Lord 
of ' Hofte, and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame and tbe fick ; 
thus ye-brought an Offering 3 Should 1 accept this at your band: ? ſaith 
the Lord ; But curſed be theDeceiver, that bath in his Fleck, a Male, and 
voweth and ſaerificeth wnto the Lord a corrupt thing; far-] am. a great 


King ſaith the Lord of Hoſt5,a»2 my Name is dreadſul among the Heathen, 


O conſider, # defire you, for your Souls are concerned as well as mine 
and your peace with the Lord in the dayfof account will be as accepta= 
ble toyou, as mine.will be to me, for the Lord will certainly be Judge 
himſelf, neither ſhall any ſay, what doſt thou? when he will juſtly 
reward every one according as his works ſhall be. Now 


| : (2) | 
erring Path, and many have found it fo in this our day of viſitation, as 
truly as the Saints did in Ages and Generations that are gone, bleffed |. 


| 


| give ſutes now. with thoſs-men who preach. for birc and 
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EE (2) 
Now we (that live in a- time wherein the large Lyvingdindaeſs or 
God in Chriſt i manifeſted to usin his mighty Power and his matchlcis 


' Lovedo bear witneſs thereof to his glory, and the true conſideration 


thereof oughtito humble us before him, and wholly to be refigned to his 
Scrvice, as Paw teſtified, when it pleaſ:d God to reveal his Son inghum, 
he reaſoned not-with Fleſhand Bloud, but willingly gave vp in Obedi- 
cace to his Requirings and to his Will, although altogether _— 
tothe Will of himſelf, whilſthe ſtood ia thealienation from God, an 

alſo contrary to the Will of them by whom he was ſent to perfecute the 


Haines; yet both were ſeemingly zealous of the Law, and the Shadows 


which were Types of Chriſti, yet when he! came, how blind. and-dark 
were they, bcing filled with prejudice, infomuch that ſome of them 
aid, If we ſuffer bim, be will draw all people after bims for he ſendeth 
forth his Diſciples, ſaying, Freely ye bave received, freely give, Mat. 10. 
$. .And.therefore they Rirred up the People, and Magiſtrates, and Ru- 
lers; -not-to ſuffer.them to have a quict Habitation outwardly amongſt S 
them, yet was. he Lord of all, who ſaid, The Foxes bavs Holes, and the 
Birds of the Air bive Nefis, but tbe Son of men bath not @ place whereon 
to lay bis Head. | - _ 5 
Now conſider, I warn you in the fear of: God, -you that arc in the 
Game Spirit, that thoſe perſecuting Jews, were in, who cried, Away 
with bim aye will not bave this manto to rule over us, releaſe to 1 Barra: 
bas; and crweifie Feſws. This DoQtrine,, Freely ye have _— jreely 
| | divine for mo> 
ney,it will not ſtand with-their Intcreft,and Trade will go to decay,and 
they. fhall not then ſit as chief above the People, as their hearts defire 3 
and their muathly Honpur.and Preheminenceamongſ men, will be laid 
low, it will be laid in the Duſt, and their. Craft will come tonothing : 
For, now-there is a People hke-minded with their Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, 
and they perſwade the people-to hearken to the. Light, within, the 
Spirit of Truth, that ſhould lead into all Truth; For fo (aid he, Twill 
ſend the Comforter, even the Spirit of Trutb, and be that i: with you, ſhall 
be in you, . and bis Wark there, ir to drive ont all the | Money Changeys owt of 
bir Temple, far it i# bis right there to rule and reign, [and to govern , for be 
is eome #0 convince the World of fin : Yea, bleſſed .bs the Lord forit, as 
many as have yiclded Obedience to his heavenly Requirings, can ſo wit- 
neſs him come, to lead them inthe juſt man's Path, that ſhincth 'more 
and more unto the perfe@& day. _ + _ 7 
Well, a Confideration camo upon the. outward formal Fairſayers in 
be. | | | the 
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4 cberedy 
forrfaeeia the minds of Magi ates ond Rulers for the ahniing oc 
Intereſt amongſt the People  Yea,. how did they undervalue the Lord of 
Life and Glory, Is not this the Carpenter's Som, Fatber and Mother 
wekmow ? wn md ood thing come ont of N ? And why was ll 
this outcry agai Wasitnot becauſche ſaid, Te ore blind leaded. 
of the blink, i noone es Life and DoQtrine {ated not with theirs, 

and char he ſentforth his Diſciples, (Not to preachfor ftchy goes: 

compel People to pay them ſo much by the year, if nota 

ſhould be their portion ? Nov no, 41 ye bave received freely, % 

Fredly give. And this [ - Thi Lord of , Chrift- 

op hire ary Br the Gates of whom the 


udp. win rol He is worſe than an Infidel that provideth 
for bis Family. ergo Taths,forn 
our Conſciences, | 

ſeck more for the Flete than 
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Voab 35. 3.3 5.6, 7. where hetefificth, Thee the Lord nr bio Bae 
Vantry rifing up carly and ſpeaking, (ycrt they hexrkened: not, ) Twas 


ye» Turn ye every one from bis evil Way, and from the quilt of 


Doing 3, bus they bearkened not to the Lord, but pravolgd' bins to An” 
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- What! Was A ES made ts head. was- cut off? 
Nay, —_—_ only for diſcharging himiclf faithſully : But envy | 
in his Perſccmters againſt him, as jt doth nbwat this day :. 
youthatare in:the like: wantannefs3. that pleaſeth ſo much the Luft 
the fame: miind, that cauſed the Servant of God to loſchis Life : Come 
out of it, and be more ferivus ; for-it- is gor. pleaſing tathe Lord, but 
drawsthe mind wholly from him. © - 

"What! i Was it for any evil that Pol and Silas were put into Priſon : 
Nay nayz yer were they caught and brought” before the Rulers, and 

Theſe men do c power, <5 2 theCity, ant eixlonfi 
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have received by the hands of unreaſonable men. So 


* 


d,. 
at 
& | 
$] 
en, - 
"Y 
'er 
© 
Q 
aſt 
cir 
xd 
{| 
the 
er, 
W. 
ets 
as 
+: 
of 


chiefcft:thing, .avd aur greateſt concernmenit. | © 

.* Therefore having true love to your Eternal 'Welfa 

to you the, Words of | Feſss Chriſt, Mar, 5:'19;716;: 17, Beware of falſt 

Prophets, which come to you. in Sheeps cloathing'3 but inwardly they ave 

ravening Walves ;.3e- ſhall know tbenr by .therr Ernize :- Do men gather 
ex of Thorns, or-Figy of Thifles ? Even fa; every good Tree bringeth 

fortb.geed Fruit, but « corrupt Tree bringeth ſortb-avil Erzis. /Soichatlee- 

ing jt:is_ the Fruit which mani'eficth- the Natute; and Qualizy whereby 

the true. Miniſters and fa)fe atfo are diſcovered}. we: have 'youd: cauſe ro 

kearken and #8@here-to the. direQion 'of our :Lord: and Miſter, DX 

eſus, 
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